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Man opens home to 10 families

Michael Allen is running an evacuee center of his own in Missouri City. Forty Louisianans from 10
families are living at his home.

The impromptu relief effort started last week when Allen's brother called from his New Orleans-
area home asking if he could take shelter there.

"Then I had another brother who wanted to come," said Allen, who owns a local security company.
"Then my sister called and she had friends, and they had friends. And I said, `Bring them all.' "

In a matter of hours the street in front of Allen's two-story house was jammed with cars bearing
Louisiana license plates. He moved furniture out of the living and dining rooms to make space.
Neighbors and businesses have been bringing food, and so many people have donated clothing
that the garage is full and Allen plans to start taking stuff to local shelters.

Allen's sister-in-law, Gloria Allen, said the adults share the cooking and cleaning duties.

"We do close the kitchen at 10 p.m.," she said.

The school-age children - there are 20 total, ranging in age from 17 years to 1 month - start classes
today. At least three adults have found jobs.

"None of these people are lazy," said Allen. "Why wouldn't you want to help somebody like that? All
they needed was a jump-start."

Twins reunited with their mother

Twins Breneisha and Berleisha McKenzie got the best birthday present Sunday: a reunion with
their mother.

They became separated after being rescued from their New Orleans home, put into separate
boats and taken to Texas shelters more than 200 miles apart. With their brother and three sisters,
the twins ended up at Child Protective Services in Corpus Christi, while their mother, Torrey
McKenzie, was taken to the Astrodome.

Then Joe Arlinghaus, principal of Cardinal Newman Catholic School, got a call from a friend with
Corpus Christi CPS asking him to search Houston's shelters for McKenzie. Arlinghaus talked to
shelter security patrols and made announcements over the Astrodome's public address system.
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Over the din inside the shelter, McKenzie heard her name.

"She had just been walking around," Arlinghaus said. "She hadn't had any sleep, she hadn't been
eating for five days. She just didn't know what to do."

Arlinghaus offered to give McKenzie a lift to Corpus Christi, where the family reunited Sunday
night.

On Monday, Breneisha and Berleisha returned with their mother to Houston, where they were
treated by their new friends to a birthday party at Celebration Station in Houston. The family hasn't
decided yet whether they will pick Houston or Corpus Christi for a temporary or permanent home.

Hotel's clientele adopted by church

Steve Hope and other members of the Vineyard Church in the Heights are doing big things on a
small scale.

While looking for people who fled the storm, Hope and his wife came across almost a dozen cars
with Louisiana license plates at the Western Inn, 1500 North Loop near Airline.

"We're focused on this one hotel," he said.

"We've got a little table set up in the (hotel) break room. We're greeting people and trying to find
out their story - and letting them vent. They need to, after all they've gone through."

About 125 people staying in 34 rooms at the motel are being assisted by the volunteers. There
have been success stories, Hope said, including a family that recently moved into a three-bedroom
house.

"There's been such a generous outpouring. Several people came in off the street and asked what
they can do to help," Hope said. "They were able to pay for someone's room for a week. That
happened at least twice."

Newborn given name of hospital

World, say hello to Jeremiah Bayshore Schexnayder.

His mom, Ashley, fled New Orleans on Monday and spent nearly 24 hours on the road. Tuesday
night, her labor pains kicked in and she wound up in an emergency room in Pasadena, where the
staff collected clothing, money and gift certificates for the family.

"They knew what a predicament we were in because of the hurricane," said Ashley, 19. "They
treated me so nice, like I was a queen."

Which hospital? Bayshore Medical Center.

"They treated me like my mama treats me," the new mom said. "That's why I named my baby's
middle name `Bayshore.' "

Desire to help draws back Texan
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The heartbreaking images drew native Texan Eileen Riles back from New Haven, Conn.

"I couldn't just watch it on TV," explained the 40-something corporate lawyer who is from Beaumont
originally.

She found the courtesy extended to the Hurricane Katrina evacuees all that she expected.

"These people are not refugees," she said. "They are seen as guests."

Riles was in Houston a year and a half ago to help with media relations when the city hosted Super
Bowl XXXVIII. This trip was even more rewarding, she said.

"We can do better than throw the best Super Bowl in the country."

Neighbors stage clothing drive

Call it a reverse garage sale.

Tina Parks opened her driveway Monday morning for a clothing drive, a place where others in her
Garden Oaks neighborhood could donate clothing for the city's Hurricane Katrina evacuees.

Parks, her morning walking buddies Terry Jeanes and Patty Walters and a merry band of
volunteers eagerly accepted bags of clothing and everything from toothpaste and shampoo to
razors and cotton balls.

The collected goods were then taken to the Humane Society, Cherish the Children, American Red
Cross, Houston Food Bank and St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Parks, Jeanes and Walters came up with the idea Thursday. By Friday, more than 1,400 fliers
were delivered and e-mails were flying throughout their middle-class neighborhood just outside the
North Loop.

Exclaimed donor Ron Sorum, a co-worker of Parks, "This is great. I can't believe the turnout."
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